
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Evaluation of comments and suggestions 

from the public consultation on Common 

Baltic transmission system operators’ 

Terms, Conditions and Methodology on 

Cross-Zonal Capacity Calculation, 

Provision and Allocation with Russia  
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Response on AJ Power SIA questions/comments 

(full questions/comments of respondents attached as annex) 

 

The methodology describes electricity imports from Russia, but does not include a reference to 

the security considerations mentioned in the Decision of the Cabinet of Ministers of Latvia 

1. Executing the decision of the Cabinet of Ministers of Latvia on 25th August 2020 and the 

decisions of senior energy policy officials of the Baltic Council of Ministers reached at the 

meetings on 31st August 2020 and 24th September 2020, proposed Methodology cease 

electricity trade with Belarus once the Belorussian nuclear power plant starts operations and 

determines the obligation to organize electricity trade only with Russia. 

 

Proposal for extension of a period of consultation with interested parties of not less than one 

month 

2. Considering the time factor regarding Belorussian nuclear power plant becoming operational, 

above-mentioned decisions and NRA expectation to receive the proposed Methodology after 

public consultations on 9th October 2020, the time period planned for public consultations was 

period from 15th September till 2nd October. Therefore, it cannot be prolonged. 

Furthermore, it should be noted, that proposed Methodolody is not developed under 

Commission Regulation (EU) 2015/1222 of 24 July 2015 establishing a guideline on capacity 

allocation and congestion management (hereinafter – CACM regulation). Therefore, 

requirements regarding consultation period described in the CACM regulation are not 

applicable the consultation period of the proposed Methodolody. 

 

Response on Baltic Energy Partners OÜ and Scener SIA questions/comments 

(full questions/comments of respondents attached as annex) 

 

Current proposed methodology is restricting not only Belorussian import, but also Ukrainian 

import transited via Belorussia 

1. The Latvian power system is not interconnected with Ukraine power system and Ukraine are 

not a part of the BRELL agreement.  

 

Response on Eesti Energia AS, Enefit UAB and Enefit SIA questions/comments 

(full questions/comments of respondents attached as annex) 

 

Answer on question No. 1 - We are of the position that given the content of respective objectives, 

“facilitates” is not the appropriate word. These objectives must be fulfilled, and this 

Methodology must “enable” that:"1.2 Cross-Zonal Capacities with the Russia and Russia 

Kaliningrad area shall be calculated using the coordinated Net Transmission Capacity 

approach in a way that it enables the achievement of the following objectives:" 

1. Proposal is accepted and article 1.2. has been amended accordingly 

 

Answer on question No. 2 - this Methodology should not set the objective that cross-zonal 

capacities should be provided in a “most optimal and reasonable manner. Eesti Energia 

proposes amend Article 1.2.3. accordingly: 



" 1.2.3 Ensuring that Cross-Zonal Capacities with Russia and Russia Kaliningrad area in 

day-ahead electricity market of the Baltic states are provided and allocated in a  way that 

cross-zonal capacities between the Baltic states shall not be reduced and cross-border 

trading between the Baltic states shall always be given priority." 

 

2. Capacity calculation approach of proposed Methodology does not reduce capacity allocated 

to the internal boarders of Baltic capacity calculation region (this is general approach described 

in the Capacity calculation methodology within the Baltic Capacity Calculation Region). 

Futherore, the principle is implicitly implemented into the Methodology by modeling flows and 

by evaluation of Baltic power system balances before the determination of 3rd countries flows. 

Therefore, capacity with Russia is calculated and allocated in a most optimal and reasonable 

manner. 

 

Answer on question No. 3 - ask TSO to confirm that implementation of the new Methodology 

will not alter (increase) the values of TRM 

3. The Transmission Reliability Margin (TRM) is a capacity margin needed for secure operation 

of interconnected power systems considering the planning errors, including the errors due to 

imperfect information from Russia and Belarus operators at the time the transfer capacities have 

been computed. Baltic TSOs power systems operate in Electric loop of Belarus – Russia- 

Estonia – Latvia – Lithuania and in all these power systems are planning errors, which shall be 

considered in transfer capacity calculation process. The value of TRM is calculated in transfer 

capacity calculation process and depends from planning errors for specific time period, TSO 

cannot predefine or guaranty in advance TRM value. 

 

Answer on question No. 4 - ask TSO to confirm that understanding of application of given table 

3 and formula is in conformity with intensions of Baltic TSOs 

4. As a rule for the best estimated scenario data according to Table 3 of the Methodology shall 

be used. All changes of transmission infrastructure capacities are considered for cross-zonal 

capacity calculation time period: according to proposed Methodology controlled TTC and NTC 

values, balance plan as considered according to Table 3 and D-2 planning stage planning data 

for third countries and Baltic states.  

 

Answer on question No. 5 - ask TSO to explain on what occasions the values of NETintKAL and 

NTCRU-LT may differ 

5. The NetIntKAL  Nett interchange value who represents Kaliningrad area balance according 

planning data (D-2 balance plan received from Russia System operator), but NTC value is Net 

Transmission Capacity of the designated Cross-Border Interconnections and is the maximum 

Trading Capacity, which is permitted in transmission Cross-Border Interconnections 

compatible with Operational Security standards and taking into account the technical 

uncertainties on planned network conditions for each TSO. For capacity calculation capacity 

calculator will use inputs and processes described in the Methodology. 

 

 

 



Answer on question No. 6 - ask TSO to amend formula 7 and replace proposed NTCEE-RU with 

NTCRU-LV 

6. Capacity calculation and capacity allocation are sepperate processes. Calculated trading 

capacity for electricity market is allocated to relevant bidding zones. For example, for capacity 

calculation capacity of EE-RU interconnections is taken into account, but no capacity is 

allocated to the relevant bidding zone. This is done in order to comply with requirement, that 

trading with Russia is organized only through LV-RU interconnections. However, trading 

capacity calculation is done considering security requirements for Brell Loop power systems 

by considering NTCs of cross-border interconnections: Russia-Estonia; Estonia-Latvia -Russia; 

Lithuania-Latvia and TTC of cross-border interconnection Lithuania-Belarus.  

It should be also noted, that NTC of cross-border interconnection Russia-Estonia included in 

formula 7 is used to consider power systems security requirements for case when all allowed 

trading energy will be produced only in North-West region in Russia, but separate NTC of 

cross-border interconnection Latvia -Russia does not exist. Instead,  NTC value for Estonia-

Latvia -Russia cross-section is used.  

 

Allocation of trading capacity with Russia is considered only for day-ahead time horizon 

electricity market and according to Article 11 of Commission Regulation (EU) No 543/2013 of 

14 June 2013 on submission and publication of data in electricity markets and amending Annex 

I to Regulation (EC) No 714/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council. 

Namely,publication of offered capacity shall be done one hour before spot market gate closure, 

for each market time unit. Considering the lack of input data and the nature of calculation the 

trading capacity with Russia forecasts for another time horizons results will be misleading with 

calculation for day-ahead time horizon. 

 

Answer on question No. 7 - Please specify which bidding areas are kept in mind while trading 

capacity with/from/to Russia is calculated/allocated. 

7. Allocation of calculated capacity and trading of electricity will be done between in Latvian 

Bidding Zone and Latvia-Russia import/export Bidding Zones (please see Article 11 of the 

proposed Methodology). 

 

Answer on question No. 9-12 - Please correct spelling errors 

8. Spelling errors are corrected. 

 

Response on Inter Rao Latvia SIA questions/comments 

(full questions/comments of respondents attached as annex) 

 

The established multiplier 0.62 does not ensure that cross-border transmission capacity of 

interconnections between states would be determined in an optimal and reasonable manner, 

the value of the multiplier of 0.62 is excessive 

1. The decisions of senior energy policy officials of the Baltic Council of Ministers reached at 

the meetings on 31st August 2020 and 24th September 2020, foresee principles for a new 

common Baltic capacity calculation methodology with Russia and request Baltic TSOs to 

implement it. The detailed description of formula and Reduction multiplayer is set in 

accordance with technical Annex approved by Senior energy policy officials of the Baltic 



Council of Ministers decisions. Annex states that ”Reduction multiplier for transfer capacity 

with third countries which exclude Belarus-Lithuania interconnection capacity is 0.62.” 

 

 

Response on Lithuanian national energy regulatory council (NERC) 

questions/comments 

(full questions/comments of respondents attached as annex) 

 

Proposed Methodology multiplier 0.62 and proof of origin application questions 

1. The decisions of senior energy policy officials of the Baltic Council of Ministers reached at 

the meetings on 31st August 2020 and 24th September 2020, foresee principles for a new 

common Baltic capacity calculation methodology with Russia and request Baltic TSOs to 

implement it. The detailed description of formula and Reduction multiplayer is set in 

accordance with technical Annex approved by Senior energy policy officials of the Baltic 

Council of Ministers decisions. Annex states, that ”Reduction multiplier for transfer capacity 

with third countries which exclude Belarus-Lithuania interconnection capacity is 0.62.”. Also, 

was agreed on political principle on the point 1.5 in capacity calculation methodology, and 

requested Baltic TSOs for a “initial proof of origin system to be worked out and implemented 

by the 7th of November, 2020. This also means that Lithuanian TSO will delete point 13.1.3 in 

their proposed methodology. 
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Consultation response of Lithuanian national energy regulatory council 

(NERC) 

 



 


